
BLEND 
Empowering Your Teaching

The 'Spark'

Integration

Resolution

Reflection

Sparks authentic learning
Promotes rigorous and collaborative problem-solving
Develops research skills through exploration
Deepens reflective learning through analyzing and
evaluating
Brings the learning full circle to solve a problem, create new
recommendations, or refining question to spark new cycles
of inquiry           
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THE PRACTICAL INQUIRY MODEL:

Deliberation
(Applicability)
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Action
(Practice)
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(Ideas)

Exploration

Private World

Shared World Discourse

Facilitating deep and meaningful inquiry is 
the        of Blended Learning

Why?
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Practical Inquiry Model (Garrison, Anderson & Archer, 2001)

Cognitive Apprenticeship Activities Applied on Cognitive Presence (see pg. 9)

The Inquiry Process (Australian Catholic University)

Implementing Successful Online Communities

The inquiry process phase is sparked by creating a sense of puzzlement in the
learner. This can be prompted by presenting a problem or stimulating questions
that connect to and are relevant to the course concepts. Solving the problem or
completing the learning task requires problem-solving techniques and
connecting with course peers. In this way different perspectives enter the
discussion and the work of completing the inquiry is shared. 

This phase includes exchanging and sharing information, ideas, or
insights about how to solve the problem or how to complete the
learning task.

The 'spark' or Idea Generation

Exploration & Expansion

Integration

Resolution

In this phase, students connect ideas and start to create solutions 
by reflecting upon how the new information and knowledge discovered.
Students analyze, evaluate, and synthesize their findings from the
exploration and expansion phase.

The final phase includes critically assessing potential  solutions;
applying ideas to solve the problem; recommending changes, or
refining new questions..... all of which lead to a new cycle of
inquiry!

Check out a few examples of how the PMI has been integrated into

course design in the following pages!

PHASES IN THE PIM

The Experience!
An authentic problem or situation that 'sparks' the inquiry process.

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Practical-inquiry-model-Garrison-Anderson-Archer-2001_fig1_228565268
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1204388.pdf
https://leocontent.acu.edu.au/file/ccbe60fc-4a3c-4a2c-a80e-286a4946a9f3/1/html/ote_3_30.html
http://what-when-how.com/distance-learning/implementing-successful-online-learning-communities-distance-learning/


Timeline 
Type of Teaching

Used 
Step 

Learning
Environment 

Time
Expected 

Class 1   Synchronous 
Step 1: Meet the

instructor + introduction
to course outline 

Classroom  1.5 hr. 

Between class 1
& 2  

Asynchronous –
Learning activity 

Step 2: Meet other
students, share your
expectations for the

course, & read outline 

Flipgrid & Moodle  0.5 hr. 

Class 2   Synchronous 

Step 3: Get to know
other students in the

course, introduction to
Moodle, discussion on
studying and learning

strategies 

Classroom  1.5 hrs. 

Between class 2
& 3  

Asynchronous –
Learning activity 

Step 4: Define
Psychology 

LaunchPad and
Padlet 

1.25 hr. 

Class 3   Synchronous 

Step 5: Meet more
people and learn about

Psychology and its
origin + Explore critical

thinking 

Classroom +
Flipgrid 

1.5 hr. 

Between class 3
& 4  

Asynchronous –
Learning activity 

Step 6: Form learning
team + review concepts 

Edpuzzle  0.5 hr. 

Class 4   Synchronous 

Step 7: Evolution of
psychology, current
topics, and possible
careers. Meet your

learning team.  

Classroom +
LaunchPad 

1.5 hr. 

Between class 4
& 5  

Asynchronous –
Learning activity 

Step 8: Reflection on
current topics + timeline

activity 
Canva + Moodle  1.25 hr. 

Class 5   Synchronous 
Step 9: Return on
timeline activity +

introduction to glossary 

Classroom +
Moodle 

1.5 hr. 

Between class 5
& 6  

Asynchronous –
Learning activity 

Step 10: Complete the
glossary activity 

Moodle  0.5 hr. 

PSYCHOLOGYEx.



Ex. MARKETING



Ex. ENGLISH



Ex. ENGLISH



Ex. PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PIM over an entire

course: the

overarching

question as the

'spark' 

PIM across

learning blocks:

sparks, exploration,

and integration

following by mini

resolutions at the

end of each block.

Final

resolution....and the

spark for further

learning (or life

changes!)

PIM within Weekly

Activities & Routine


